Application Serial No. 10/627,900 
Amendment Dated: March 10, 2004 
Reply to OA of: December 1 7, 2003 



Amendments to the Claims: 



The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A conduit for transferring a flowable material, comprising: 
a wall member at least partially enclosing an inner region, the irmer region being 

adapted to receive the flowable material and to facilitate transfer of the flowable material from a 
first location to a second location; and 

a plurality of reflective members being at least one of formed within an outer layer of 
the wall member and disposed on an outer surface of the wall member, the reflective members 
being disposed in at least one substantially continuous annular band about the wall member and 
adapted to at least partially reflect light incident thereon. 

2. (Original) The conduit of Claim 1, wherein the reflective members include reflective 
glass beads. 

3. (Original) The conduit of Claim 1, wherein the wall member includes a first portion 
and a second portion, the first portion having a first concentration of reflective members and the 
second portion having a second concentration of reflective members. 

4. (Original) The conduit of Claim 3, wherein the first concentration of reflective 
members is greater than the second concentration of reflective members. 

5. (Currently Amended) The conduit of Claim 3, wherein the second portion of the 
wall member is adapted to be inserted into a receiving receptacle of an aerial refueling system. 
mid wherein the second portion includes the substantially continuous annular band disposed 
about a marking on the wall member at a location corresponding to a minimum insertion length 
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of the second portion into the receiving receptacle for proper operation of the an outer refuoling 
limit of an aerial refueling system, 

6. (Currently Amended) The conduit of Claim 3, wherein the second portion of the 
wall member is adapted to be inserted into a receiving receptacle of an aerial refueling system, 
and wherein the second portion includes the substantially continuous armular band disposed 
about a marking on the wall member at a location corresponding to a maximum insertion length 
of the second portion into the receiving receptacle for proper operation of the an inner r e fueling 
limit of an aerial refueling system. 

7. (Original) The conduit of Claim 1, wherein the wall member includes a cylindrical 
wall member. 

8.. (Original) The conduit of Claim 1, wherein the wall member includes a flexible 
aerial refueling hose. 

9. (Original) The conduit of Claim 1, wherein the wall member includes a refueling 
boom. 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for transferring a flowable material, 
comprising: 

a tank adapted to contain a flowable material; 

a conduit operatively coupled to the tank and adapted to receive the flowable material 
and to facilitate transfer of the flowable material between the tank and a second location, the 
conduit including a wall member; and 

a plurality of reflective members being at least one of formed within an outer layer of 
the wall member and disposed on an outer surface of the wall member, the reflective members 
being disposed in at least one substantially continuous annular band about the wall member and 
adapted to at least partially reflect light incident thereon. 
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11. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein the reflective members include 
reflective glass beads. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein the wall member includes a first 
portion and a second portion, the first portion having a first concentration of reflective members 
and the second portion having a second concentration of reflective members. 

13. (Original) ' The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein the first concentration of reflective 
members is greater than the second concentration of reflective members. 

14. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein the apparatus includes 
an aerial refueling system, wherein the second portion of the wall member is adapted to be 
inserted into a receiving receptacle of the aerial refueling system, and wherein the second portion 
includes the substantially continuous annular band disposed about a marking on the wall member 
at a location corresponding to a minimum insertion length of the second portion into the 
receiving receptacle for proper operation on outer r e fu e ling limit of the aerial refueling system. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein the apparatus includes 
an aerial refueling system, wherein the second portion of the wall member is adapted to be 
inserted into a receiving receptacle of the aerial refueling system, and wherein the second portion 
includes the substantially continuous annular band disposed about a marking on the wall member 
corresponding to a maximum insertion length of the second portion into the receiving receptacle 
for proper operation an inner refueling limit of the aerial refueling system. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein the conduit includes a cylindrical wall 
member. 
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17. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein the conduit includes a flexible aerial 
refueling hose. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein the conduit includes a refueling 
boom. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, further comprising a pump operatively 
coupled to the tank and to the conduit and adapted to pump the flowable material from the tank 
to the conduit. 

20. (Currently Amended) An aircraft, comprising: 
a fuselage; 

a propulsion system operatively coupled to the fuselage; and 
an aerial refueling system coupled to the fuselage and including: 
a tank adapted to contain a flowable material; 

a conduit operatively coupled to the tank and being adapted to receive the 
flowable material and to facilitate transfer of the flowable material between the tank and 
a second location, the conduit including a wall member; and 

a plurality of reflective members being at least one of formed within an outer 
layer of the wall member and disposed on an outer surface of the wall member, the 
reflective members being disposed in at least one substantiallv continuous annular band 
about the wall member and adapted to at least partially reflect light incident thereon. 

21. (Original) The aircraft of Claim 20, wherein the reflective members include 
reflective glass beads. 
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22. (Original) The aircraft of Claim 20, wherein the wall member includes a first portion 
and a second portion, the first portion having a first concentration of reflective members and the 
second portion having a second concentration of reflective members. 

23. (Original) The aircraft of Claim 22, wherein the first concentration of reflective 
members is greater than the second concentration of reflective members. 

24. (Currently Amended) The aircraft of Claim 22, wherein the apparatus includes an 
aerial refiieling system, wherein the second portion of the wall member is adapted to be inserted 
into a receiving receptacle of the aerial refueling system, and wherein the second portion 
includes the substantially continuous annular band disposed about a marking on the wall member 
at a location corresponding to a minimum insertion length of the second portion into the 
receiving receptacle for proper operation an out e r refueling limit of the aerial refueling system. 

25. (Currently Amended) The aircraft of Claim 22, wherein the apparatus includes an 
aerial refueling system, wherein the second portion of the wall member is adapted to be inserted 
into a receiving receptacle of the aerial refiieling system, and wherein the second portion 
includes the substantially continuous annular band disposed about a marking on the wall member 
at a location corresponding to a maximum insertion length of the second portion into the 
receiving receptacle for proper operation an inner refueling limit of the aerial refueling system. 

26. (Original) The aircraft of Claim 20, wherein the conduit includes a cylindrical wall 



27. (Original) The aircraft of Claim 20, wherein the conduit includes a flexible aerial 
refueling hose. 

28. (Original) The aircraft of Claim 20, wherein the conduit includes a refiieling boom. 



member. 
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29. (Original) The aircraft of Claim 20, further comprising a pump operatively coupled 
to the tank and to the conduit and adapted to pump the flowable material from the tank to the 
conduit. 



providing a conduit operatively coupled to a tank containing the flowable material, the 
conduit being adapted to receive the flowable material and to facilitate transfer of the flowable 
material between the tank and a second location, the conduit including a wall member having a 
plurality of reflective members being at least one of formed within an outer layer of the wall 
member and disposed on an outer surface of the wall membe r, the reflective members being 
disposed in at least one substantially continuous annular band about the conduit and : 

illuminating the at least some reflective members with an incident light; 

reflecting the incident light using the at least some reflective members; and 

transferring the flowable material through the conduit from the tank to the second 

location. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 30, wherein providing a conduit operatively coupled 
to a tank includes providing a conduit operatively coupled to a refueling tank of a tanker aircraft. 

32. (Original) The method of Claim 30, wherein providing a conduit including a wall 
member having a plurality of reflective members includes providing a conduit including a wall 
member having a plurality of reflective glass beads. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 32, wherein providing a conduit 
including a wall member having a plurality of reflective members includes providing a conduit 
including a wall member having a first portion and a second portion, the first portion having a 
first concentration of reflective members and the second portion having a second concentration 
of reflective members , wherein the second portion of the wall member is adapted to be inserted 
into a receiving receptacle of an aerial refueling system, and wherein the second portion includes 



30. 



(Currently Amended) 



A method of transferring a flowable material, comprising: 
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the substantially continuous annular band disposed about the wall member at a location 
corresponding to a minimum insertion length of the second portion into the receiving receptacle 
for proper operation of the aerial refueling system . 

34. (Original) The method of Claim 30, wherein transferring the flowable material 
through the conduit from the tank to the second location includes transferring the flowable 
material through the conduit from the tank to a receiving aircraft. 

35. (Original) The method of Claim 30, wherein transferring the flowable material 
through the conduit from the tank to the second location includes pumping the flowable material 
from the tank. 



25315 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



9- 



BING.I-I019ROA 



BLACK LOW & GRAHAiM "'" 



701 Fifth Avenut. Suiie 4800 
Seattle, Washington 98104 
206.381.3300 • F: 206.381.3301 



